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1.0 RATIONALE 

 
1.1 These guidelines have been developed to provide uniformity and to ensure the vitality of the French 

Immersion program in Bluewater District School Board (BWDSB).  They are to be used in planning for 
French Immersion programs by board officials and school administrators.  Adherence to this document will 
ensure that across BWDSB we are a team working in unison to provide high quality programming for 
French Immersion students at all grade levels. 

 
1.2 Through the French Immersion Program, Bluewater District School Board endeavours to provide students 

with the skills to communicate and interact with confidence in French, one of Canada’s official languages, 
while also developing the necessary educational experience to allow students to connect their learning to 
the real world. Students will see the benefits of including French as an additional language in their pathway 
plan as they prepare for opportunities in a global economy after secondary school.  

 
 

2.0 FRENCH IMMERSION PROGRAM GUIDELINES 

 
2.1 Program Hours of French Instruction 
 
In order to take advantage of the provincial funding formula and to provide a solid foundation for Bluewater 
students, the following chart will be used to guide the instructional time in the French language: 
 

Hours of Instruction in the French Language in the BWDSB French Immersion Program 

Grade Hours of Instruction Percentage of Instruction 

Early Years 810 90% 

Grade One 810 90% 

Grade Two 810 90% 

Grade Three 540 60% 
(60 min of Language Arts instruction in English and 60 

minutes of Mathematics in English daily) 

Grade Four 450 50% 
(at least 2.5 hours of French instruction daily) 

Grade Five 450 50% 
(at least 2.5 hours of French instruction daily) 

Grade Six 450 50% 
(at least 2.5 hours of French instruction daily) 

Grade Seven 450 50% 
(at least 2.5 hours of French instruction daily) 

Grade Eight 450 50% 
(at least 2.5 hours of French instruction daily) 

Total accumulated hours to the end of Grade 8 = 5210  
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Hours of Instruction in the French Language in the BWDSB French Immersion Program 

Grade Hours of Instruction Percentage of Instruction 

Ministry of Education requirements specify that in a French Immersion program, French must be the language of 
instruction for a minimum of 50 per cent of the total instructional time at every grade level of the program and 
provide a minimum 3800 hours accumulated to the end of Grade 8 
 

 
NOTE: 
 
These time recommendations (section 2.1 - above) recognize that at the early primary level, not all instructional 
time is able to be provided in the French language.  Kindergarten, Grade one and two students may receive 
instruction in subjects such as library, physical education, or music in English.  This English instruction should not 
surpass 40 minutes per day.  This approach permits the scheduling of preparation time for immersion teachers 
while maintaining the appropriate numbers of accumulated hours of French language instruction by the end of 
Grade eight. 
 
 
2.2 Recommendations for Subjects Taught in the French Language 
 

a) Elementary Program 
 Early Primary  All subjects taught in French Language 
  Early Years, Grade one and two students may receive instruction in 

subjects such as library, physical education, or music in English.  This 
English instruction should not surpass forty minutes per day. 

 
 Grade 3  Up to one hour per day of Language instruction in English and one hour 

per day of Math instruction in English. 
 

Grades 4 - 8 In order to give the sense of immersion in the language, it is strongly 
recommended that the French language time be respected.  This means 
no English interruptions or English preparation time or English occasional 
teachers during that time slot.  If possible, this time should be timetabled 
as full blocks of time. (i.e., entire morning or afternoon). 

 
As identified in the French as a Second Language Curriculum from Grades 
4-8, in addition to Français (French Immersion Language), instruction 
should also be provided in French in two other subjects from: arts, social 
studies (4-6), history and geography (7-8), science and technology and 
health and physical education. Mathematics may be taught in French in 
Grades 7 and 8. 

 
 

 Grade 3 Grade 4-6 Grade 7-8 

Compulsory 
Instruction 

Français (French 
Immersion Language) 

Français (French Immersion 
Language) 

Français (French 
Immersion Language)  

Delivered in French 

Arts 
Social Studies 
Science and Technology 
Health and Phys Ed 

Choice of at least 2 of the 
following:  
Arts 
Social Studies 
Science and Technology 
Health and Phys Ed 

Choice of at least 2 of the 
following:  
Arts 
History and Geography 
Science and Technology 
Health and Phys Ed 
Math 

Delivered in English 

English 
Math 

English 
Math 
Remaining 2 subjects 
maximum from the list above 

English 
Remaining 3 subjects 
maximum from the list 
above 
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 In a combined 2/3 or 6/7 class, where there would be two different languages of instruction for Mathematics, the 
teacher may choose to deliver whole-group Mathematics instruction in French for both grades. Due to the 
requirement that both Grade 3 and 6 students complete the EQAO Mathematics assessments in English, it is 
essential that students are exposed to vocabulary, terminology, and constructs in English. Teachers are 
encouraged to offer to both Grade 3 and 6 students guided instruction, mini-lessons, word walls, and/or 
individualized tasks in English.   
 

b) The French Immersion and Extended French Programs at Secondary School 
 
A certificate in French Immersion will be granted by the school if the student has successfully completed the 
sequence of four courses in Français (FIF) and six courses in other subjects taught in French. A certificate in 
Extended French will be granted if a student successfully completes four courses in Français (FEF) and three 
courses in other subjects taught in French.  Students taking fewer than 10 credits in French Immersion, or 
transferring from French Immersion to Extended French, may be granted a certificate in Extended French, 
providing they have completed a minimum of four FIF or FEF courses, and three courses in other subjects taught in 
French. 
 
The six courses in other subjects to be taught in French will be decided by each secondary school according to the 
subject expertise of French teachers and interests of the students.  Where possible, compulsory courses should be 
offered so as not to further limit the options of French Immersion students.  French Immersion (FIF code) language 
courses may be offered at Academic, Applied, University and Open levels, as determined by the school. Extended 
French (FEF code) language courses are offered at Academic and University levels. 
 
A possible 10 credit program follows: 

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Français (FIF 1D) * Français (FIF 2D) Français (FIF 3) Français (FIF 4) 
 

Geography * (CGC 1DL)   History (CHC 2DL)* Dramatic Arts (ADA20L)* Challenge and Change in 
Society (HSB4UL) 

Healthy Active Living * 
(PPL 1OL) 

Civics (CHV 2OL) *       
0.5 credit                                                                      

  

 Career Studies *    
(GLC 2OL) 0.5 credit 

  

*Compulsory Courses 
 
A possible 7 credit Extended French program follows: 

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Français (FEF 1D) * Français (FEF 2D) Français (FEF 3U) Français (FEF 4U) 
 

 Civics (CHV 2OL) * 
0.5 credit 

Extended French 
Introduction to Anthro., 
Psych., and Soc. 
(HSP3CL) 

 

 Career Studies* 
(GLC2OL) 0.5 credit 

Extended French 
Leadership and Peer 
Support ( GPP3OL) 

 

* Compulsory Courses   
 
In choosing courses to offer in the French Immersion program schools should consider that students require one 
additional compulsory credit from Group 1 (English, a third language, social sciences and the humanities, or 
Canadian and world studies), one additional compulsory credit from Group 2 (health and physical education, the 
arts, or business studies) for their secondary school diploma, and one additional credit from Group 3 (science, or 
technological education, computer science or cooperative education). One extra French credit may be used for any 
of the three groups, to a maximum of two courses per group. 
 
Cooperative education credits (with appropriate French language work placements) may be used as part of the 
French Immersion program.  
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Exceptions to Course Pre-Requisites 
Principals may permit students to enrol in a course for which they may not have the entrance requirements if 
they have achieved the necessary language through other means. Examples of this could include students who 
have studied French in extended or immersion programs or who have a French-language background (The 
Ontario Curriculum Grades 9-12: French as a Second Language (FSL)).  

 
 
2.3 Recruitment – Parent Information Meetings 
 
Recruitment of French Immersion students beginning the program at the kindergarten level is a key component.  All 
parents must be made aware of the benefits of the French Immersion program in order to make an informed 
decision for their children.  The process for kindergarten registration will include the following components: 
 

a) At the time of parent information meetings/registration for kindergarten at all Bluewater schools, French 
Immersion materials will be presented to parents as part of the application package received at all schools 
(including those not currently offering a French Immersion program). In addition, French Immersion 
representative(s) may present information regarding the French Immersion program to raise parental 
awareness of the French Immersion program. It is recommended that parents enrol their child in French 
Immersion from the beginning of kindergarten. Students wishing to transfer into French Immersion at a later 
grade will be considered on a case-by-case basis. Principals may wish to consult with board staff for 
enrolment into later grades. 

 
b) For the French Immersion teams to be properly organized, principals of all elementary schools are asked to 

advise the Superintendent responsible for French Immersion regarding the date for their parent information 
meeting. 

 
c) French Immersion schools will offer their French Immersion Information Nights for interested parents 

following the kindergarten registration process. 
 

d) Students from another school area who leave the French Immersion program prior to graduation will, in 
most cases, be required to return to the home school for the English program.  However, if there is space in 
the English-language program in the school that provided the French Immersion program, an out-of-
boundary attendance request may be made as outlined in AP 6212-D “Boundaries (School Attendance 
Areas) – Out of Boundary Requests”. 
 

e) The French Immersion Program will be monitored through surveys in accordance with ‘A Framework for 
French as a Second Language in Ontario Schools Kindergarten to Grade 12’. 
 

2.4 Late Admittance into French Immersion 
 

a) Families that move into Bluewater District School Board from another school district in which their child was 
already enrolled in a French Immersion program may be placed directly into a French Immersion classroom 
at the discretion of the principal.  

 
b) Families that request to transition a student with no prior Immersion experience into the French Immersion 

Program within the first six weeks of Grade 1, may be placed in a French Immersion classroom at the 
discretion of the principal.  

 
c) Students with some French competency wishing to enter French Immersion at a time other than Grade 1 

must first meet with the FSL consultant from Learning Services for an informal language assessment. In 
consultation with the teacher, principal, FSL consultant, and superintendent that oversees FSL programs, a 
decision will then be made on a case-by-case basis.  
 
Several factors will be part of the decision including past French experience, support outside the school, 
current class dynamics, and French Immersion enrollment numbers at the school. 
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2.5 Resources and Budget Allocations 
 
As for all subject areas, the teaching/learning resources for French Immersion programming must match the 
Ontario Curriculum.  Because the French Immersion program covers many subject areas, the French Immersion 
program requires a wide variety of materials in the French language. 
 
In making budget decisions principals are asked to consider the needs of the French Immersion program and 
allocate necessary funds. 
 
2.6 Special Education Support 
 
French Immersion programs have traditionally drawn students who learn language very easily.  On the other hand, 
the benefits of this program must be available for all pupils.  Therefore, special education support must also be 
available to French Immersion students (Including Students with Special Needs in French as a Second Language 
Programs, a Guide for Ontario Schools, Ministry of Education, 2015).  It is recognized that it may be difficult to 
provide special education support to these pupils in the French language.  Regardless of language of delivery, 
special education support will be provided to identified students who require it. 
 


